
When it comes to supporting the Air Force family, advocating for and 
supporting aerospace education, and carrying out the Air Force Association 
mission in our communities, the action takes place with our fi eld organiza-
tions: chapters, states, and regions. They form the foundation of our as-
sociation. AFA has more than 200 chapters across the nation and overseas. 
They range in size from 29 members to more than 2,900. In this section of 
Wingman Magazine, you’ll see examples of our chapters and members in 
action, doing what they love and making a difference. Jimmy Doolittle once 
said, “The fi eld is the heart, soul, and conscience of this association.” That 
was true in 1946 and it is true now. Take a look at the range of activities and 
the impact they make. You’ll be impressed.

Scott Van Cleef is AFA’s Vice Chairman of the Board, Field Operations.

Rawlings Chapter Holds Annual 
Awards Dinner

The Gen. E. W. Rawlings Chapter of 
Minneapolis-St. Paul held its 2014 awards 
dinner on March 15, 2014, at the Town 
and Country Club in St. Paul. The chapter 
recognized the Outstanding Airmen of the 

Year from the Minnesota Air National 
Guard’s 133rd Airlift Wing and Air Force 
Reserve Command’s 934th Airlift Wing. 
Both units operate out of Minneapolis–St. 
Paul Arpt./Air Reserve Station.

AFA President Craig R. McKinley 
was the headline speaker. In addition to 

recognizing the awardees, he expressed 
his concern about budget sequestration 
and reductions in military funding. “The 
leaders in the Pentagon have warned that 
without a full repeal [of sequestration], 
military planners will have to brace for 
fewer personnel, reduced training funds, 

Left: Air Force Reservists honored 
at the Gen. E. W. Rawlings Chap-
ter’s 2014 awards dinner included: 
TSgt. Kristofer Geiger, MSgt. Kris-
ten Maloney, MSgt. Nathan Dillner, 
and SrA. Brian Hansen. Below: 
AFA President Craig McKinley 
speaks at the awards dinner.

AFA has 198 chapters in the 
50 states and eight overseas.

Chapter News By Michael C. Sirak
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Lawrence D. Bell (1894-
1956) has the singular 

distinction of having two 
AFA chapters with his 

name: the Lawrence D. Bell 
Museum Chapter (Ind.) 

and the L. D. Bell-Niagara 
Frontier Chapter (N.Y.)

Above: Teachers explore the outside of an AC-130 gunship on the fl ight 
line at Hurlburt Field, Fla., during the Hurlburt Chapter’s teacher work-
shop, March 8, 2014. Left: A member of the 1st Special Operations Wing 
(standing) briefs the teachers inside the gunship.

Brig. Gen. David Buck (center), Air Force Space Command’s director of air, 
space, and cyberspace operations, receives the Gen. Jerome F. O’Malley Dis-
tinguished Space Leadership Award during the Lance P. Sijan Chapter’s an-
nual Air Force Ball on Valentine’s Day 2014 in Colorado Springs, Colo. Rocky 
Mountain Region President Gayle White stands to Buck’s right, while Sharon 
O’Malley-Burg, daughter of the late General O’Malley, is on Buck’s left.

and possible equipment shortages,” said 
McKinley.

The outstanding Air Guardsmen hon-
ored were: MSgt. Robert Renning, fi rst 
sergeant; MSgt. Crystal Galloway, senior 
noncommissioned offi cer; TSgt. David 
Hubert, NCO; SrA. Hunter Heggerston, 
airman; and SSgt. Dirk Krog, honor 
guardsmen. The Reservists recognized 
were: Capt. Ethan Bryant, company grade 
offi cer; MSgt. Nathan Dillner, fi rst ser-

geant; MSgt. Kristen Maloney, SNCO; 
TSgt. Kristofer Geiger, NCO; and SrA. 
Brian Hansen, airman. 

The chapter also honored members of 
Minnesota’s Civil Air Patrol, Air Force 
Reserve Offi cer Training Corps Det. 
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410 at the University of St. Thomas in 
St. Paul, and Air Force ROTC Det. 415 
at the University of Minnesota in Min-
neapolis. Also recognized were cadets of 
the Johnson Senior High School Junior 
ROTC program in St. Paul; North High 

teacher from Cedar Ridge Elementary 
School in Eden Prairie.

Teachers Visit Hurlburt
Florida’s Hurlburt Chapter sponsored 

a teachers’ workshop on March 8 for 
33 local teachers at Choctawhatchee 
High School/Embry-Riddle Aeronauti-

School JROTC in North St. Paul; Park 
High School JROTC in Cottage Grove; 
and Woodbury High School JROTC in 
Woodbury.

The chapter also honored Teacher of 
the Year Jamie Alsleben, a sixth-grade 

Retired CMSAF Bob Gaylor (third from left) poses with (from left) Trey John-
son, Northeast Texas Chapter president; his wife Susan; intern Hayley Hasik; 
and Jalinna Jones, wife of Dan Jones (far right), Texas A&M-Commerce presi-
dent, on Jan. 23, 2014. Right: Gaylor converses during his sit-down interview 
with members of the East Texas War and Memory Program the next day. 
During his career, he had assignments at air force bases in Texas, including 
James Connally, Lackland, and Laredo.

MSgt. Glen Weaver (left) and MSgt. Alex 
Del Valle chat at the Donald W. Steele 
Sr. Memorial Chapter’s annual Salute 
to the Air National Guard in March 2014 
in Arlington, Va. Weaver is protocol 
noncommissioned offi cer from the Air 
National Guard Training and Education 
Center at McGhee Tyson Arpt., Tenn. 
Del Valle is his counterpart at the Air 
National Guard Readiness Center at JB 
Andrews, Md.
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cal University Aviation Institute in Fort 
Walton Beach.

Following a breakfast and orientation, 
the teachers boarded two buses provided 
by Hurlburt Field’s 1st Special Operations 
Wing for a trip to the base and tour of an 
AC-130U gunship static display on the 
fl ight line. They then visited the 19th 
Special Operations Squadron’s fl ight 
simulator.

Four of the teachers also got the chance 
to tour base operations and the air traffi c 
control tower before taking a Civil Air 
Patrol fl ight of the local area. 

After returning to the high school for 
lunch, the group took part in a video tele-
conference with Pamela Gray, program 
director for CosmoQuest, a virtual research 
facility for space science.

The teachers then broke up into primary 
and secondary school levels for afternoon 
presentations on gravity stations, practi-
cal magnetism, robotics, rockets in class, 

roller coasters, and spatial disorientation. 
As the workshop concluded, the teachers 
received certifi cates and door prizes.

Grants of $1,000 and $500 from Boeing 
and ERAU, respectively, helped  make the 
workshop possible.

Sijan Chapter Hosts Ball
The Lance P. Sijan Chapter in Colorado 

Springs, Colo., hosted its annual Air Force 
Ball on Valentine’s Day at the Broadmoor 
Hotel. More than 900 guests attended.

The Mitchell High School Junior ROTC 
Cadet Honor Guard presented the colors.

Matt Cook sang the national anthem. 
He’s the son of Col. Kathleen A. Cook, 
former public affairs director for Air 
Force Space Command, who now leads 
the Air Force Public Affairs Offi ce in the 
Pentagon.

The Air Force Academy Band’s Blue 
Steel ensemble provided live music. Fol-
lowing a cocktail reception, dinner, and 
dancing, the chapter honored outstanding 
airmen from the local area.

New this year was the presentation 
of the Gen. Jerome F. O’Malley Distin-
guished Space Leadership Award, which 
the chapter established to recognize the 
contributions of space leaders.

This year’s recipient was Brig. Gen. Da-
vid J. Buck, Air Force Space Command’s 
director of air, space, and cyberspace op-
erations. The Senate in February approved 

California has the highest 
number of AFA chapters 

named for people: 13 out of 
18 chapters.

Cadet 2nd Lt. Aaron Huie (left) of the 
Mount Airy Composite Squadron in 
Mount Airy, Md., receives an Air Force 
Association Civil Air Patrol Outstand-
ing Squadron Cadet of the Year Award 
from Central Maryland Chapter Presi-
dent MSgt. Neil Stege during a CAP 
awards banquet in Damascus, Md., on 
Feb. 22, 2014.

Buck’s nomination for promotion to the 
rank of major general to be AFSPC’s vice 
commander.

Sharon O’Malley-Burg presented Buck 
with the award, which is named after her 
late father, a former commander of Tactical 
Air Command, who died in 1985.

Generous corporate sponsorships sub-
sidized the ticket prices to make the event 
affordable for the guests.

Gaylor Visits Texas Chapter, 
Shares His Story

Retired CMSAF Robert D. Gaylor, 
fi fth Chief Master Sergeant of the Air 
Force, spoke in Wolfe City, Texas, in 
late January at a dinner sponsored by 
the Northeast Texas Chapter. Address-
ing 45 guests, he shared his thoughts on 
confl icts since World War II and their 
impact on his life.

On the following day, Gaylor met 
with students from Texas A&M-Com-

Jim Simons, the Air Force Associa-
tion’s North Central Region presi-
dent, presents a check for $400 for 
the North Dakota Veterans Home 
to former Army Tech. 4 Norma 
Jameson at the home in late 2013.
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merce to give the oral history of his 
life and military service as part of the 
East Texas War and Memory Project. 
This initiative collects and preserves 
oral histories of war veterans and their 
families to enable the study of war and 
its effects on humanity.

Vance Clarke, the chapter’s vice presi-
dent for communications, helped set up 
the meeting. 

“To me, it was a natural fi t to introduce 
Bob to the students,” Clarke said. “I’ve 
listened to his stories for so long and 
know their value. I think it is important 
that they be recorded so future genera-
tions can learn from them.”

The Northeast Texas Chapter has 
donated more than $2,200 to assist the 
project, according to Clarke. Gaylor, 84, 
retired from the Air Force in August 1979 
after 31 years in uniform.

If Not Us, Who?
An Air Force flag now waves over the 

Huntsville Madison County Veterans 
Memorial in Huntsville, Ala., thanks to 
the financial support of the Tennessee 
Valley Chapter.

“I truly smile each time I see it flying 
in the wind, representing all airmen 
who have been the heart and soul of the 
Air Force over the last 50-plus years,” 
said Russell Lewey, AFA’s Alabama 
state president.

The chapter raised $15,000 over 
three years to sponsor the flag, which 
is viewable at the memorial alongside 
the US flag and the other services’ flags.

The chapter made a final payment, 
of $5,000 to the Huntsville Madison 
County Veterans Memorial Foundation 

in December 2013. Quantech Services, 
a community partner, donated $1,000 
as part of the final payment.

In 2011, the foundation approached 
the chapter about sponsoring the Air 
Force flag.

“All of the other service flags had cor-
porate sponsors,” said Tennessee Valley 
Chapter President Rick Driesbach. “We 
considered approaching some of the 
larger businesses in Huntsville, but 
knew they were already supporting 
other components of the memorial. If 
not us, who?” he said.

Seventy chapter members donated 
in support of the flag. �

Michael C. Sirak is editor of Wing-
man Magazine.  
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Index to AdvertisersFour chapters are named 
for Medal of Honor 

recipients from World War 
II: Brig. Gen. Frederick 
W. Castle Chapter (N.J.), 
Thomas B. McGuire Jr. 
Chapter (N.J.), General 

Doolittle/Los Angeles Area 
Chapter (Calif.), and Richard 

I. Bong Chapter (Minn.).

Right: The Tennessee Valley 
Chapter raised $15,000 over three 
years to sponsor an Air Force 
flag, shown here in the center, at 
the Huntsville Madison County 
Veterans Memorial in Huntsville, 
Ala. Above: Seventy chapter mem-
bers donated in support of the 
Air Force flag, which honors all 
veterans, as the engraving at the 
memorial indicates. 
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